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CONSUMER REVIEWERS FOR CANCER AUSTRALIA’S

PRIORITY-DRIVEN COLLABORATIVE CANCER RESEARCH SCHEME

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Consumers play an integral role in Cancer Australia’s research programs. In Cancer Australia’s Priority-driven Collaborative Cancer Research Scheme (PdCCRS), consumer involvement in the design and conduct of research is a requirement, and consumers are actively involved in the assessment of grant applications.
Cancer Australia seeks to invite interested consumers to be part of Grant Review Committees (GRCs) to review applications submitted to the PdCCRS. The GRCs are made up of researchers, representatives of relevant Funding Partners and consumers. For consumers, experience in the review of research grants is desirable, but not essential, as Cancer Australia provides the training for review and assessment of PdCCRS research grant applications. 
This document has been developed by Cancer Australia’s Research & Clinical Trials Team, in consultation with consumers, to provide information on the PdCCRS and call for Expression of Interest from consumers who wish to act as members of GRCs to review applications submitted to the PdCCRS. The Expression of Interest form can be found at https://www.canceraustralia.gov.au/research/priority-driven-research/consumers-and-grant-review-committees
1. Cancer Australia’s Priority-driven Collaborative Cancer Research Scheme

1.1 Background 

Cancer Australia’s PdCCRS was developed to offer a coordinated approach to funding and supporting priority-driven cancer research at the national level. Cancer Australia established the scheme in 2007 to partner with other organisations (Funding Partners) that fund cancer research to:

· fund research in tumour areas that place a high burden of disease on the Australian community

· fund applied cancer research projects that directly relate to the identified priorities of Cancer Australia and/or its Funding Partners

· fund research that can directly improve cancer outcomes by influencing clinical practice, policy and/or care.

The PdCCRS offers project grants in priority areas identified by Cancer Australia and its Funding Partners. The Funding Partners for the 2022 Round of the PdCCRS are: Australian Lions Childhood Cancer Research Foundation, Can Too, Leukaemia Foundation of Australia, Lung Foundation Australia, My Room Children’s Cancer Charity Ltd, National Breast Cancer Foundation, Ovarian Cancer Research Foundation and The Kids’ Cancer Project. The research priorities of Cancer Australia and its Funding Partners can be found on Cancer Australia’s website at the following link https://www.canceraustralia.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022_pdccrs_research_priorities.pdf
1.2 Grant Application and Review Process

The call for applications to the PdCCRS opens each year in line with the opening of the National Health & Medical Research Council (NHMRC) Ideas Grant scheme. The call for applications is a dual submission process with the detailed grant proposal submitted through the NHMRC Ideas or Clinical Trials and Cohort Studies (CTCS) Grant schemes application process and responses to research questions, the PdCCRS Questions application, submitted directly to Cancer Australia.
Step1: NHMRC review

· Applications seeking funding from Cancer Australia through the PdCCRS are initially assessed via the NHMRC Ideas or Clinical Trials and Cohort Studies Grant peer review processes.

· Scores from the NHMRC Ideas grant review process relating to research quality, innovation and creativity, significance, and capability are provided to Cancer Australia.
· Scores from the NHMRC CTCS grant review process relating to research quality, significance, and team quality and capability are provided to Cancer Australia.
· NHMRC scores contribute 40% to the final PdCCRS score for PdCCRS Standard Grant (Category A) applications and 50% to PdCCRS Early Career Researcher Grant (Category B and C) applications.

· Applications achieving a minimum score for Research Quality by NHMRC proceed to the second stage of assessment.

Step 2: Review of PdCCRS Questions

To be eligible for a PdCCRS grant, it is a requirement that the research must align with at least one of Cancer Australia’s or its Funding Partners identified research priorities. The alignment of proposals to the identified research priorities selected by each applicant is assessed by Cancer Australia’s GRCs. 
GRCs score applicant responses to the PdCCRS Questions for Standard Researcher Project Grants:
· outcomes and impact 

· translation of results

· involvement of consumers.
GRCs score applicant responses to the PdCCRS Questions for Priority-driven Early Career Researcher Project Grants:

· track record

· contribution to career development

· relevance to cancer control

· involvement of consumers.
Scores provided by Cancer Australia’s GRCs for the PdCCRS Questions account for 60% of the final PdCCRS score for Standard Grant applications and 50% for Early Career Researcher Grant applications.

The scores received by the NHMRC review, together with scores assigned to the responses to the PdCCRS Questions are weighted and combined to provide a single final PdCCRS score. 
All applications are ranked according to this final score and funding is assigned, in merit-based rank order with regard to alignment to research priorities, until the available budget is expended.

2. Grant Review Committees

2.1 Composition of the Grant Review Committees

Each GRC comprises up to seven scoring members: nominees from the Funding Partners where relevant to the applications being reviewed, nominees from Cancer Australia and a minimum of two consumer representatives trained in reviewing applicant responses to PdCCRS Questions. 
2.2 Role of the Consumer on the Grant Review Committee

The role of scoring members on the GRCs is to determine relevance and importance of the PdCCRS Questions to the research priorities of Cancer Australia and Funding Partners, and to assess and score the applicants responses to the PdCCRS Questions. 
The PdCCRS Questions for Standard Project Grants to be scored are: outcomes and impacts of the proposed research, translation of the research findings, and involvement of consumers in the research project. The PdCCRS Questions for Early Career Researcher Project Grants to be scored are: track record of the applicant relative to opportunity, career development plans for the applicant, relevance of the proposed research to cancer control and involvement of consumers in the research project.
Cancer Australia requires 15-20 GRCs to evaluate PdCCRS Questions applications each year. Evaluations are usually conducted in September/October each year with a final meeting of each GRC conducted in October/November each year.

Each scoring member of a GRC is assigned up to 15 PdCCRS applications and is responsible for assessing alignment of the research to the identified research priorities and scoring the responses to the cancer specific questions in the PdCCRS Questions application form using the scoring descriptors provided by Cancer Australia for each of the assigned applications. 

Once each scoring member has scored the responses to the PdCCRS Questions a final videoconference meeting is held to discuss scores and ensure alignment of scoring to the scoring descriptors provided by Cancer Australia. Each GRC videoconference meeting is conducted by an independent Chair and attended by Cancer Australia personnel from the Research & Clinical Trials team who act as technical advisors and provide secretariat support. The consumers on the GRCs will be expected to actively participate in the final GRC meeting, voicing the consumer perspective and contributing to discussion.
The scores and comments of the consumers are of equal weighting to those provided by other members of the GRC.

3. Consumer Research Training Workshop 

To ensure that consumers who are appointed to GRCs can competently review and score research applications, Cancer Australia will offer consumers identified through the Expression of Interest the opportunity to attend a Consumer Research Training Workshop. Two-day workshops will be held in Sydney and Melbourne in August/September 2022. Cancer Australia will cover travel and accommodation costs incurred by the participant. These workshops will be held via videoconference if travel is not permitted.
4. Expression of Interest 

Cancer Australia is looking to recruit up to 20 cancer consumers for training in the review and scoring of PdCCRS Questions applications in August/September 2022. Cancer Australia already has a number of trained consumers and in order to provide a diversity of viewpoints for the GRCs, Cancer Australia is particularly seeking applications in 2022 from male cancer consumers and from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cancer consumers.
Interested consumers are required to complete an Expression of Interest form:
https://www.canceraustralia.gov.au/research/priority-driven-research/consumers-and-grant-review-committees


Applications may be emailed to Nathan Borg at nathan.borg@canceraustralia.gov.au or posted to Mr Nathan Borg at Cancer Australia, PO Box 1201, Dickson, ACT, 2602. 
Applications must be received by 5pm AEST on 25 May 2022. 

Selection of successful consumers will be made by an independent panel with consumer representation and will be based on the answers provided in the Expression of Interest form. Submission of an Expression of Interest form is not a guarantee that the consumer applicant will be selected for training.
Please note that all information provided in the Expression of Interest form will be treated with the strictest confidence and will not be used for purposes other than identified in this document without permission of the applicant.

Cancer Australia subscribes to the principles outlined in the Commonwealth Consumer Affairs Advisory Council’s “Principles for the Appointment of Consumer Representatives: Process for Governments and Industry”. These principles include the following:

· appointments must be made on merit; 

· appointees will be independent of industry or government and free of conflicts of interest;
· consumer organisations should where possible be involved in appointments;
· an appropriate range of candidates should be sought;
· the appointment process must be be consistent with good corporate governance and where relevant, good practice in self-regulation; and
· the appointment process must be transparent, accountable and cost- effective.

The Cancer Australia Chief Executive Officer may approve a payment fee to any consumer who acts as a member of the GRC. Each request will be considered, and payment will be based upon the Part Time Office Holders as set by the Remuneration Tribunal (Determination: https://www.remtribunal.gov.au/part-time-offices).
5. Further information

More details regarding the function and operation of the Grant Review Committees can be obtained from the 2022 Grant Review Committee Terms of Reference. Please email Nathan Borg on Nathan.Borg@canceraustralia.gov.au or call on 02 6217 9805 to request copies of this document.
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